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Oregon unearths new symbol

Red-hued Jory soil, good for
agriculture, may become "official"

MICHAEL ROSE
Statesman Journal

March 26, 2007

Reddish earth found in the Willamette
Valley foothills could become the next
Oregon symbol, joining the ranks of the
Chinook salmon and Oregon grape as an
official state icon.

It's more than just dirt. The fertile sail,
known as Jory, is getting attention by the
state Legislature. House Joint Resolution
48, which is scheduled to have a hearing
Tuesday at the Capitol, would designate
Jory as the state's official soil.
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Elizabeth Taylor, along with her
dogs, strolls through a grass-
seed farm in South Salem. The
land is at the top of a trail that
begins at Joryville Park and was
formerly owned by the Jory
family. The reddish Jory soil is
visible at left.

Links
"We are trying to highlight the importance ) _ L _
of soil to our state," said Scott Burns, a Smithsonian exhibit: www.soils.
geology professor at Portland State org/smithsonian

University. Burns, a past president of the
Oregon Society of Soil Scientists, has
lobbied to make Jory a state symbol for a

State soils: soils.usda.gov/
gallery/state_soils
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